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What are the strategic opportunities and dangers of Chinese 

President Xi Jinping’s slogan, the Chinese Dream 

 

 International Relations and Law student, Aneale Banerjee, explores 

the possibilities. This is an excerpt from his paper for INTR13-301 

‘Strategic China’. 

 

 
The People’s Republic of China has experienced nearly four decades of 

unprecedented economic growth. It has risen to claim the title of second largest 

economy, and since 2011 the nation has been described as a middle-income economy 

(Feng, 2015). These factors have assisted in consolidating the political legitimacy of 

the Chinese Communist Party (CCP).  However, in recent times, China’s economy 

has been slowing to a more sustainable growth rate. While this is beneficial for the 

country in the long term, it nonetheless has the potential in the short term to create 

social unrest and dissatisfaction towards the CCP. Therefore, China still faces 

challenges in maintaining a harmonious balance of sustainable economic growth with 

social and political satisfaction by the populace. This is where the ‘Chinese Dream’ 

comes in. 

 

One of President Xi Jinping’s grand plans to achieve the desired balance is to increase 

political rhetoric by perpetuating a positive narrative about the direction in which 

China is heading. This rhetoric is in the form of a slogan: the ‘Chinese Dream’. It is a 

call for rejuvenation, rise in prosperity, advance of socialist society and the formation 

and development of a stronger military (Mahoney, 2013). It is a slogan that aims to 

create opportunities to: (1) unite the population behind a common theme of the 

‘Chinese Dream’; and (2) campaign against corruption, and therefore ensure the 

political legitimacy of the CCP. 

 

Despite the opportunities of the ‘Chinese Dream’, groups within China and abroad 

may misinterpret it. Within China, this was exemplified in the 2013 Southern Weekly 

incident. A Guangdong Province newspaper, Southern Weekly noticed that 

propaganda officials, without their knowledge, altered the New Year’s editorial. This 

sparked the largest freedom of the press standoff in recent years (Freedom House, 

2013). The original piece referenced the ‘Chinese Dream’ and the ‘great revival of the 

Chinese nation’, stating that the ‘Chinese Dream’ served as a call for political reform 

to “build a truly free and strong nation” (Freedom House, 2013). The alteration 

pushed the newsroom to go on strike to protest against censorship. The newsgroup 

stated that their ‘Chinese Dream’ was to “keep the freedom of the press” and for 

“protecting freedom of speech” (Bandurski, 2013).  
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Although the CCP was able to dismantle the protest within a few days, this event 

highlights the ability for misinterpretation by the domestic populace and the fear that 

they may call for greater liberty. Despite this counter-argument having merit, 

ultimately this represents an isolated situation, as the CCP’s control over censorship 

would most likely suppress rebellion.  

 

Externally, the ‘Chinese Dream’ may be used to infer intentions. This has been the 

case with regard to the South China Sea and East China Sea, where China’s aim to 

rejuvenate and reclaim its former territory has been represented by some external 

observers as aggression and a claim for dominance on the geopolitical stage.  

 

Despite the potential for misunderstanding, the benefits of uniting the domestic 

audience behind the ‘Chinese Dream’ far outweighs any potential for 

misunderstanding. Furthermore, external misgivings are being counteracted through 

consistent diplomatic communication and the effort to develop strong foreign 

relations. Through instilling a sense of national identity, the ‘Chinese Dream’ 

represents a narrative that has the potential to unify the population in the short term 

and successfully transition the nation into longer term economic resilience – a 

condition much needed in light of stock market instability in recent time.   
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