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A Lost Half Century 
 
Superiority of Confucian business culture was evident 50 years 
ago in Japan 
 
Australia’s Beijing Embassy foreshadowed China’s rise in 1976 
 
Asia has got rich and the West has gone bankrupt 
 
Last half century has been a contest of civilization 
 
For half a century West has been culturally and intellectually blind 
 



Western Intellectual Apartheid 
 Tool of empire building – inferior if not product of European 

Enlightenment  
 

 Identified by John Hobson in “Eastern Origins of Western 
Civilization” 
 

 Now an Orwellian tool of a declining Anglo-American order 
 

 Remains necessary to maintain beliefs on which Western progress 
was built 
 

 Exploration of Confucian civilization exposes Western vulnerabilities 
 



Conquest Through Service 
 

 This Confucian strategy reflects Jiang Taigong’s teaching 
 

 After 1945, Japan led in using service to conquer West 
  
 Better and cheaper Asian products built dependency and 

vulnerability 
 

 East and SE Asian Confucian administrative and commercial elites 
followed 
 

 China now uses this wisdom to transform global order through EEU 



Confucian Insight into Western 
Financial Culture 

 Today’s Anglo American Order has been masterminded by financiers 
 
These used the corporation to mobilise labour to build an empire 
 
Adam Smith inspired a network of private Western Central Banks 
 
Use of “financial profit” is explored in 4 Chinese volumes, “Currency 
Wars” 
 
Confucians have used finance to pursue community strategies and 
priorities 

 



Western Incomprehension 
  Millennia of classical & history education nurtures Confucian 

culture 
 

 Abstract, rational & believing West vs fluid, holistic & practical 
East  
 

 Western languages explain little of Confucian thought or values 
 

 Today Confucians are bi-cultural but Westerners are mono-
cultural 
 

 Orwellian “intellectual apartheid” blocks study of Confucian 
wisdom 

 



End of (Western) Empire 
 Today’s West is like late Qing China, a declining, inward-looking order in 

the process of being replaced by a Confucian order 
 

 Confucian culture is rich and distinctive, neither religion nor philosophy & 
inaccessible in translation 
 

 Phrases like Confucian ethics, wisdom and thought are interchangeable 
but are misleading 
 

 Recent privileges and certainties enjoyed by the English speaking world 
are now liabilities, mostly proving counter-productive 
 

 21st Century business will largely be shaped and defined in Confucian 
language, whether ethics, wisdom, thought or something harsher   
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